
Michigan is 1 of 4 states that lacks a Next of Kin or Family Consent law for making medical decisions for
another adult. All adults, regardless of their age or health condition, should consider creating a Patient
Advocate Designation so that their preferred surrogate decision maker is known. This document is
used for situations when a patient has short term or long term incapacity.

Why is this measure important?

Witnesses CANNOT be:
Family members
Patient’s doctor 
The proposed patient
advocate
Employees of a health facility
or program where the patient
receives care

Order the Five Wishes guide for free at
moqc.org/resources/printed-resources/

103: Designated Advocate Documented
on a Legally Recognized Document in
the Inpatient or Outpatient Medical

Record

QUESTIONS?
https://moqc.org/
moqc@moqc.org

What is this measure?
This measure will track the percentage of patients whose inpatient or outpatient medical records
include a legally documented and recognized patient advocate.

What is a Patient Advocate Designation? 

This document may be known as: 
Durable Power of Attorney for Health Care (DPOA-HC)
Health Care Proxy
Advance Directive
Five Wishes
Designation of Patient Advocate Form

Requirements: 
The declaration must be in writing, signed by
the patient, and witnessed by two adults.

It is a legal document created by an adult patient to
designate their patient advocate, the person they trust to
make their medical and/or mental health treatment
decisions when the patient cannot. This legal document
provides details on the authority bestowed by the adult
patient to their patient advocate and may include the
authority to consent, refuse, withdraw or withhold care, as
well as ability to make additional decisions for the patient
as described in state law. The patient may include
preferences for care that act as a guide for the patient
advocate.

What is included in this measure?
Numerator = All patients with a legally designated
patient advocate documented and signed by two
witnesses in their inpatient or outpatient medical
record. There are no exclusions.
Denominator = All patients.  There are no exclusions.

MOQCLink question: “Is there documentation of a
patient advocate on a legally recognized document in
the inpatient or outpatient record?” 

Responses = “yes” or “no”. 

Where can abstractors find this information?
Search options available in some EMRs.
Media or document tabs in some EMRs, documents
may be scanned. 

Determination of the patient’s ability
to participate in treatment decisions
must be completed by either two
physicians or a physician and a
licensed psychologist and made part
of the patient’s medical record. The
patient advocate must sign their
acceptance of this role. This
determination must be reviewed not
less than annually.

When does a Patient
Advocate Designation go
into effect?

https://moqc.org/resources/printed-resources/

